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ESTABLISHED 1860 EAGAN, MINNESOTA

If you love lakes, you’ve chosen an excellent place 
to live in Eagan. Our city has 34 lakes and more 
than 1,200 (yes, 1,200!) ponds and wetlands. 
Fishing, paddling, swimming, and wildlife watching 
are just some of many water-related activities 
residents love to do. 

Our city’s unique landscape was carved thousands 
of years ago by melting glaciers, which created 
basins and lowlands that filled with water. Today 
Eagan supports a thriving community of roughly 
69,000 residents, dozens of businesses, and many 
visitors—all of whom need buildings, roads, and 
infrastructure. 

Unfortunately, some of that infrastructure doesn’t 
absorb water. As a result, rain, chemicals, and 
other materials can run off into our lakes and 
ponds. This stormwater pollution damages 
Eagan’s aquatic ecosystems and lessens the 
beauty and recreational value of our lakes.

What can you do?
 Keep harmful things like fertilizer, detergent, 
and road salt out of storm drains.

 Pick up pet waste, leaves, and litter from 
curbs and streets.

 Reduce runoff by adding a rain garden and/or 
rain barrel, or by installing pavement that lets 
water through.

Our tradition of caring for Eagan’s lakes began in 
the 1990s when one Water Resources employee 
aerated a lake in winter. Today our dedicated 
team of four Public Works Water Resources 
employees—boasting strong lake science and 
stormwater protection skills—educate property 
owners, work with businesses, monitor fish 
populations, stock waterways with fish, and 
provide public fishing opportunities about a mile 
from nearly every Eagan home. 

SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION FOR EAGAN’S LAKES

ELECTIONS & POLLING LOCATION CHANGES

Impressively, a 2020 study found that due to 
this important work, Eagan’s overall lake water 
quality has improved despite a 40% increase in 
population and a 15% increase in pavement since 
1990. This year, Eagan marks over three decades 
of protecting our lakes.

To learn more about how you can help, visit 
cityofeagan.com/watersmart. And be sure to 
celebrate Lakes Appreciation Month by getting 
out to fish, paddle, or swim in one of our lakes.

Eagan voters will be looking 
at a new set of precincts 
this year as most 
precincts have changed. 
If you’re a registered 
voter, expect to receive 

a Dakota County 
postcard with your voting 

location in July.

To check your voting location early, mnvotes.org 
will offer updated election and voting registration 
information by early June. The Eagan precinct 
map can be found at cityofeagan.com/elections.

Election Dates
The Primary Election is on Tuesday, August 
9. Absentee and early voting open at 5 p.m. 
on Friday, June 24, and run through 5 p.m. on 
Monday, August 8, at Eagan City Hall, 3830 Pilot 
Knob Road. The General Election is Tuesday, 
November 8.

Become an Election Judge 
The City of Eagan is looking for additional 
election judges. Visit cityofeagan.com/elections 
to find out more and to apply, or call (651) 675-
5000 with questions.

ANNUAL DRINKING WATER 
REPORT IS ONLINE
Eagan has top-quality drinking water and 
the annual report answers questions about 
the high standards Eagan’s water meets, 
where it comes from, water hardness and 
ensuring the water is safe and healthy.

As required by the U.S. Congress and  
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Eagan annually prepares a Drinking Water 
Quality Report. Read the report at  
cityofeagan.com/drinkingwater.



Once again, Eagan businesses gave high marks to 
the business climate in the city. That’s according 
to the business survey the City has conducted 
every two years.

Nearly all business owners and managers 
surveyed (95%) said they were very or somewhat 
likely:

 to recommend operating a business in Eagan 

 to recommend working in Eagan to someone 
who asked (98%) 

 to keep their business in Eagan for the next 
five years (98%) 

These ratings were all higher than those given 
elsewhere across the nation.

Additionally, nine in 10 business owners and 
managers felt that Eagan was an excellent or 
good place to do business. A similar proportion 
gave the same evaluations to the overall 
economic health of Eagan. These ratings were 
also higher than the national benchmarks. 

Further, about eight in 10 businesses surveyed 
gave excellent or good reviews to the job City 
government does at attracting new businesses. 
About seven in 10 favorably rated the City on:

 informing businesses of community issues 
and values

 communicating during City construction 

 welcoming business involvement 

 retaining existing businesses 

 supporting or creating new jobs 

All of these ratings exceeded national averages. 
Comparisons to 2019 results, when available, 

BUSINESSES HIGHLY RECOMMEND EAGAN

SAVE THE PIPES: 
DON’T FLUSH 
WIPES!
Whether it’s a baby wipe, a feminine hygiene 
product, a paper towel, or even a “flushable” 
wipe, Eagan Utilities staff members urge you 
not to flush it. Unlike toilet paper, which is 
specifically designed to break down in the 
sewer system, wipes remain intact long after 
they’re flushed.   

“These products are made to resist breakdown 
and they don’t dissolve the way toilet paper 
does,” says Brent Massmann, utilities field 
supervisor. “They can cause serious problems.”

These products can clog pipes connecting 
homes to the street, leading to costly repairs. 
And if wipes make their way through the 
sewer system, they can lead to clogs and 
cause issues in sewer lines, pump stations, and 
wastewater treatment plants. 

Bottom line? Instead of flushing, toss wipes in 
the trash.

Gather your neighbors, friends, or coworkers and 
consider adopting a street this year, says Russ 
Matthys, public works director. Volunteering to 
adopt a street, he explains, is a great way to keep 
it free of litter and protect natural resources. 

“Having the public help keep the city free of litter 
and debris lets our staff work on other necessary 
efforts like street and trail maintenance, traffic 
control, and tree care—especially emerald 
ash borer infestation management,” says 
Matthys. “These efforts by the public keep Eagan 
looking great, protect our wetlands, and save tax 
dollars.”

Groups and businesses that have already 
adopted streets are encouraged to schedule 
clean-up events soon; trash bags and safety 
vests are provided by the City. To learn more 
and check the map for adoptable segments, visit 
cityofeagan.com/adopt-a-street.

ADOPT A STREET TODAY

were similar. The exception was an increase 
in 2022 in the job Eagan government does at 
welcoming business involvement.

Eagan businesses continue to be pleased with 
City service delivery. Virtually all businesses (97%) 
gave high ratings to the overall quality of services 
provided by the City. Almost all City services 
received higher ratings than those given across 
the nation. At least nine in 10 gave excellent or 
good ratings to:

 police services

 the amount of public parking in commercial 
areas 

 the ease of travel by car in Eagan 

 economic development 

 the overall customer service by Eagan 
employees, among others 

Finally, when asked to evaluate various aspects of 
local government performance, about eight in 10 
surveyed gave favorable reviews to:

 the value of services for taxes paid 

 the overall direction of the City 

 overall confidence in Eagan government 
generally acting in the best interest of the 
community

 being honest 

These ratings too were all higher than the national 
averages and remained stable over time.

View full results of Eagan’s National Business 
Survey, conducted by the National Research 
Center, at cityofeagan.com/business-survey.

Al Kiecker

EAGAN  
MARKET FEST  
KICKS OFF 16TH 
YEAR
A full vendor lineup and live music return for 
the sixteenth year of Eagan Market Fest on 
Wednesday, June 1. 

 “We’re thrilled to provide a space for our 
community to come together and enjoy 
beautiful summer nights, while supporting 
local farmers and vendors,” says Tanya 
Mozingo, recreation manager. Visitors, she 
says, can expect to find farm fresh produce, 
baked goods, meats, honey, flowers, and 
handmade gifts.    

Market Fest is scheduled at Eagan Community 
Center Festival Grounds every Wednesday, 
4 to 8 p.m. Find complete schedules and 
information at cityofeagan.com/marketfest.

THANK YOU FOR 
SHARING THE STORY 
OF EAGAN
Joanna Foote, communications coordinator, 
began working for the City of Eagan in 1993 and 
was the first Communications professional the 
City had ever hired. There were no such things as 
email, websites, or social media; but as she retires, 
these communication functions dominate much of 
her time at city hall.

Thank you, Joanna Foote, for providing the stories 
and sharing the voices of our City and community, 
including this newsletter, for the past 28 years. 
We’re excited for you to write the next chapter of 
your life in retirement.



EPD SEEKS MORE GOOD PEOPLE
RECRUITING THE NEXT GENERATION OF HIGH-QUALITY OFFICERS

CASCADE BAY OPENS JUNE 10!
Cascade Bay, Eagan’s award-winning outdoor 
waterpark, opens for the season on Friday, June 
10. Enjoy the leisure pool, zero-depth entry pool, 
waterslides, lazy river, sand play area, mini golf, 
concessions, and more! Just like last summer, each 
day will include two sessions: 

 Session One: 10:45 a.m.–2:45 p.m.
 Session Two: 3:15 p.m.–7:15 p.m. 

Guests can purchase tickets online up to three 
days in advance, or at the gate starting at  
10 a.m. daily. All tickets are nonrefundable and 
nontransferable to another day.

New in 2022!
All-Day Access Tickets offer guests access to both 
sessions. During the break between sessions, 
All-Day Access ticketholders can enjoy unlimited 
rounds of mini golf and priority access to 
concessions. 

Season Passes offer guests the same perks as All-
Day Access Tickets—all summer long! 

Birthday Party Events are back this summer with 
two options. Book for one session or purchase 
a Play All-Day Package. Birthday guests enjoy a 
private hour at Birthday Party Island, mini golf, a 
special gift, and more! 

Little Mates Programs offer a stress-free 
introduction to waterpark fun for kids age six 
years and younger.

Cardio Bay Sessions are morning and evening 
water-fitness options for guests who prefer low-
impact resistance workouts, including water-
walking in the lazy river, water-fitness classes, lap 
swimming, and more.

For more information, pricing, and reservations, 
visit cascadebay.com.

Lieutenant Dan Tocko has been with the Eagan 
Police Department (EPD) for 24 years, working 
with thousands of “great people,” both on the 
force and off, he says.

Now he’s leading the Eagan Police Department 
Recruitment Team to find a few more great people 
who want to represent the City while wearing the 
EPD badge.

“Let’s face it: This is a tough time for hiring in 
general,” Tocko says. “It’s really hard to find 
people who want to be a police officer and have 
the strong values we are looking for. We’re looking 
for people who care about helping others, who 
are honest, and have integrity—just to name a few 
key values and traits.”

Prior to 2020, Tocko recalls, the EPD would 
receive hundreds of applications as soon as a 
police officer job posted, which has changed 
dramatically. This spring, the police department 
received 28 applications for four vacant positions. 
Many factors, like the pandemic and civil unrest, 
have made recruitment and hiring much harder. 

To deal with that new reality, Tocko and his 
recruitment team of staff members who range in 
age and years of service, are exploring ways to 
bridge the gap to bring people on board. They’re 
strategizing new ways to find the right people to 
serve Eagan. That includes taking tips from the 
private sector, and visiting area colleges and high 
schools to speak with students who might have an 
interest in law enforcement or to help “plant the 
seed,” Tocko says.

“Attracting, hiring and keeping great people is 
a commitment we have from the chief on down 
to the most recent officer hired,” Tocko notes. 
“We have great support from City Council, 
City departments, and the residents and 
businesses of Eagan, so we’re really fortunate 
that our community is dedicated to making this 
department the best it can be.” 

So why should someone consider becoming 
a police officer for the City of Eagan? Tocko 
says no two days are ever the same. He says he 
believes policing is a noble profession for people 
who really want to help others. And he notes that 
although he often must enter a negative event—
“someone’s really bad day”—most of the time, 
he can leave the situation better for the people 
involved. “It’s a nice feeling to know I can really 
make a difference.” 

If you or someone you know is interested in 
learning about becoming an Eagan police officer, 
visit cityofeagan.com/police-department-jobs. 

The Eagan Police Department (EPD) has 
instituted two programs to help attract 
candidates.

Eagan Cadets Program 
The Cadets Program helps connect college 
students with the Eagan Police Department, 
with hopes of hiring them as police officers 
in the future. To promote this, the City 
helps with tuition assistance and a number 
of paid hours, while cadets attend school. 
The program also aims to draw diverse 
candidates.

Pathways to Policing
Pathways to Policing removes barriers for 
nontraditional candidates.  

“Maybe you’ve been… an accountant or you 
have a history degree, or whatever, but want 
to become a police officer,” states Lieutenant 
Dan Tocko. “This program helps people use 
the degree they already have.”

People with a degree unrelated to law 
enforcement can earn pay while attending a 
full-time professional peace officer education 
program.

POLICE PROGRAMS 
FOCUS ON RECRUITS

“Staff continues to think outside 
the box on fun, new, and exciting 
activities that will keep everyone 
active and engaged through the 
summer months.” 

– Tanya Mozingo, recreation manager 

SUMMER SKATE SCHOOL
The Eagan Skate School hosts year-round 
classes, including a Basic Skills Camp (half 
day) and a Free-Skate Camp (full day). 
When it’s hot outside, these classes offer a 
great opportunity to stay cool and sharpen 
your skating skills. Spaces fill quickly, so 
register soon. Visit eagancivicarena.com for 
more information. 

STAY FIT ALL SUMMER
The Fitness Center at Eagan Community 
Center makes it easy and affordable to stay 
active all summer with two offers: 90 days 
for $99 or 120 days for $120. For students on 
summer break, these can be especially smart 
options! Equipment includes state-of-the-
art treadmills, elliptical machines, spin bikes, 
stair-climbers, weights, a walking track, group 
fitness classes, and more! Plus, thanks to air-
conditioning, you’ll stay cool despite intense 
workouts and hot summer days.

You can purchase these offers anytime 
through June 30. Stop by the Eagan 
Community Center or learn more at 
cityofeagan.com/fitness.

Eagan Parks and Recreation is offering summer 
activities for everyone. Check out the robust 
list to the right for examples. Then register 
for any of these activities, plus many more, at 
discovereagan.com or call (651) 675-5500.

PARKS AND REC CAMPS, CLASSES, AND MORE
Kids 
Look for classic programs like Summer in the 
Park, Youth Safety Camp, Art Activities, and 
T-ball. New activities include Kickball Camp, 
Summer Solstice Yoga, themed preschool 
camps, Holz Farm Camps, and Outdoor Nature 
Adventure Camp.

Teens 
For youth entering grades six through 10, Level 
Up is the place to be. Similar to Summer in the 
Park, this program encourages teens to explore 
new interests and make new friends. 

Adults (Ages 15+)
Who said kids get to have all the fun? Every 

Wednesday, Eagan Market Fest offers fresh 
produce and entertainment. Plus, new Adult 
Timeout events provide fun activities for you and 
your friends. You can also enjoy one or two Holz 
Farm summer date nights: the Old-Fashioned 
Picnic and/or the Farm-to-Table Dinner Event. Or 
play bingo at Trapp Farm Park or learn a new skill 
during an art classes at Eagan Art House.

Seniors (50+)
From outdoor events like Bocce Ball Happy Hour 
or Music and Appetizers in the Park to Walking 
Club, trips, fitness classes, and socials, Eagan’s 50+ 
seniors can look forward to a busy summer! As 
board member Lynn Hedbloom notes, “There are 
events to fill your stomach, stimulate the senses 
and fulfill your dream of finally winning at bingo!”

Lieutenant Dan Tocko, Officer Tyler Goodling and Officer Angela 
Casey are just three of EPD’s team working to attract more good 
people to wear the badge.
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Mayor: Mike Maguire 
Council Members: Paul Bakken, Cyndee Fields, 
Gary Hansen, Mike Supina 
City Administrator: Dianne Miller 
(651) 675-5000 | cityofeagan.com

nextdoor.com @cityofeagan

IS YOUR DOG EAGAN’S BEST?
Do you have the cutest or most talented dog in Eagan? Then now’s your pup’s time to shine. In honor 
of the 2022–2023 licensing season, Eagan Animal Control will recognize one prizewinning pooch this 
summer as the city’s top dog! 

Visit cityofeagan.com/animal-control for contest rules; then submit your pal’s photo, bio, and dog 
license number to topdog@cityofeagan.com by Friday, July 29. Submit just one photo and up to 10 
sentences about your favorite furry friend. The winner will be announced on social media the week of 
August 15. Note: Only currently licensed dogs in the City of Eagan are eligible to enter. 

¿Necesita esta traducido?   
Ma u baahan tahay tarjamadaan    

Xav tau qhov no txhais los?   
(651) 675-5000 

ADULT TIMEOUT
Adult Recess
Thursday, June 16  
6–8 p.m. 
Advance tickets are required at  
cityofeagan.com/adult-timeout-2022

Amazing Race at Your Pace
Thursday, July 28  
6–8 p.m. 
$12 entry

SPARK! MOBILE 
Weekdays, starting Monday, June 20 
Thursday evenings, starting June 23

These daily puppet performances of original 
stories in neighborhood parks are designed for 
the young and young at heart. Some feature live 
music! Find schedule at cityofeagan.com/spark.

Why license your dog? An essential part of caring for your dog, a license enables Animal 
Control officers and police officers to bring your pet home safely anytime, day or night. Plus, a 
license provides access to the off-leash dog park at Thresher Fields. To purchase or renew your 
license, stop by the Eagan Community Center at 1501 Central Parkway or visit discovereagan.com. 
A license purchased online is mailed within three to five business days.

EVENTS

MOVIE IN THE PARK 
Friday, July 22 
Event starts: 8:30 p.m. Showtime: 9 p.m. 
Showing: Remember the Titans 
Viking Lakes, 2645 Vikings Circle

BOW WOW-A-RAMA 
Tuesday, August 2   
6–8 p.m. 
Thresher Fields Dog Park 

Meet other canine lovers, visit vendors and learn 
about the off-leash dog area. Pet-friendly vendor 
applications are being accepted. Learn more at 
cityofeagan.com/bow-wow-a-rama.


